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How to use this booklet

To revise in the most effective way, you need to test yourself regularly - not just simply         re-read your notes or read a textbook/revision guide. 

You can test yourself by choosing a test, writing down your answers on a separate piece of paper and then checking them afterwards. The answers to the quizzes are recorded after each section. You can also take questions from different quizzes or use knowledge organisers/revision guides to create your own. There are 14 American West quizzes to choose from.

Use the tracker on the last pages to keep a record of what quizzes you have done and the score you got, so then a few weeks later you can re-take the quiz and see if your score has improved.
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Quiz 1 - The Plains Indians 
1. What does nomadic mean?
2. What jobs did the warrior brotherhood do?
3. Name 4 uses of a buffalo
4. Describe the climate of the Great Plains 
5. What did the medicine man do?
6. What did they believe about land/nature?
7. How did they show bravery in battle?
8. Name 3 famous chiefs 
9. Why did they scalp their enemy?
10. What was a sign of wealth in Indian society?
11. Why are mountains important to the Plains Indians?
12. What was the aim of war in Indian society?
13. What were Indian tribes split up into?
14. Why would Native Americans and White settlers come into conflict over land?

Quiz 2 -Government Policy towards Indians 
1. What did the Indian removal act do?
2. What did the trade and intercourse act do?
3. Why were the Plains known as the ‘Great American desert?’
4. What was the permanent Indian frontier?
5. What happened in 1848 which changed the borders of America?
6. What trail was set up to get settlers to the West?
7. What did the Indian appropriation act do?
8. Why were the Native Americans opposed to this act?
9. What land in the west did America get from Britain?
10. Why was walking the breadth of America the best option for settlers wanting to head west?


Quiz 3 - Early Migration to the west
1. Name 2 push factors that encouraged migration
2. Name 2 pull factors what encouraged migration 
3. Who were the 49ers?
4. Name 2 problems any migrant moving west faced
5. What was one negative consequence of the gold rush?
6. What happened to the Donner party?
7. What was Manifest Destiny?
8. Why were the Mormons persecuted in the east? 
9. Who were the 2 leaders of the Mormons? 
10. Name 2 things the Mormon leadership did to ensure their migration was a success
11. How did the Mormon leadership ensure they were successful when they eventually reached Salt Lake City?












Answers - The Early Settlement of the West 1835-1862
 
Quiz 1 - The Plains Indians 
1. They have no fixed home, they move about constantly 
2. Protect the band, lead the hunt, and choose where to set up camp, look after the ill & old
3. Dung = fuel, tongue = hairbrush, fur = blanket, bones = knives, bladder= food bag 
4. Extreme, very hot dry summers, very cold winters, thunderstorms cause fires due to dryness 
5. Spiritual healer, also interpret dreams and visions to give warriors their names 
6. They were part of nature so should not abuse it, it was to be respected, on one could own land 
7. Counting coup – touching your enemy without being injured 
8. Sitting Bull, Crazy Horse, Red Cloud, Black Kettle
9. To decorate their Tipi, to honour the dead, to stop the enemy coming for them in the afterlife 
10. Having lots of horses
11. Spirits live in the sky so mountains bring you closer to the spirits 
12. To take a rival tribes things, not to kill the enemy 
13. Bands
14. Whites want to own and take over land but Natives don’t believe anyone can own land 

Quiz 2 - Government Policy towards Indians 
1. Moved all the Natives to the west of the Mississippi river to separate them from white settlers
2. It said Indian land was everything west of the Mississippi river and always will be, also banned Indians and whites from trading with each other 
3. People thought the land was not worth having and it was inhospitable 
4. A border between Indian and American land to be policed by the army to stop anyone crossing it 
5. The USA beat Mexico in a war and took land in the west from them, including California 
6. The Oregon Trail 
7. Tried to move Natives onto reservations to free up land for white settlers to take 
8. They lived Nomadic lives following buffalo; this was not possible if they stayed in one place 
9. Oregon 
10. It cost too much to buy a ticket to sail around South America 

Quiz 3 - Early Migration to the west
1. 1837 economic crisis in the east, high unemployment, poor wages
2. News of good farm land in Oregon, promise of a new start in life, opening of the Oregon Trail made the move easier 
3. People who moved west in 1849 to mine gold after it was found in California 
4. It took 6 month of walking, environmental dangers (extreme weather), fear of attack by Natives, running out of supplies, getting lost  
5. Increased crime in the west as lots of men fought to become rich 
6. They took what they thought was short cut on the Oregon Trail, got lost and had to resort to cannibalism 
7. The belief that white Christians were destined to take over the entire continent 
8. They believed in polygamy, they were seen as strange outsiders
9. Joseph Smith and then the Brigham Young 
10. Split the group up into smaller manageable teams, a lead team of 150 set out first to plant crops along the way and build bridges across rivers, very strict discipline 
11. They believed Young was Gods prophet so believed him whole heartedly, he said the church owned all the land so promoted team work, built irrigation systems to get fresh water from the mountains  
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Quiz 4 - Farming on the Plains 
1. List 4 problems with farming on the Plains
2. What was a sod house?
3. How could Grasshoppers cause issues for farmers?
4. How did the railroad solve some of the Homesteaders problems?
5. What did the self governing windmill do? 
6. Why was barbed wire so important for homesteaders?
7. What was a sulky plough & why were they needed?
8. How far underground could a windmill pump water up from?
9. What did the Timber Culture act do?
10. What was dry farming?
11. How were windmills improved on over time?



Quiz 5 - Development of the Plains 
1. What were the aims of the Fort Laramie treaty (1851)
2. Name 3 things the Indians agreed to do in return for $50,000 a year
3. Name 2 problems with the treaty
4. Why did the Civil war allow the Homestead Act and Railroad act to be passed?
5. How many acres of land were homesteaders given & for what price?
6. Who could & could not file a claim for a homestead?
7. What were the criteria for eventually owning your homestead land?
8. What 2 railroad companies built the railroad and where did they both start?
9. How much were they paid for each mile of track laid? (on flat ground and in mountains)
10. How did the railroad affect the Plains Indians? 



Quiz 6 - Crime in the west
1. Give 2 reasons frontier towns were so lawless
2. What was claim jumping?
3. What was a vigilance committee?
4. What 3 problems did law enforcement face in frontier towns?
5. Why was there so much crime in Cow towns like Abilene?
6. Explain why there is little difference between law breakers and law enforcement in frontier towns 
7. How did Thomas Smith control crime in Abilene?
8. Who were the Reno gang?
9. How did the Civil war increase the level of crime in the west?
10. Who were the Pinkertons?
11. What was Cattle rustling? 
12. Tell me 3 facts about Billy the Kid
13. What happened at the Ok Corral?


Quiz 7 - The Cattle Industry 
1. How did the Civil war effect the number and price of Cattle? 
2. What was the long drive?
3. Why did some states not allow Cattle to cross through its boarders?
4. Why did Joseph McCoy choose Abilene as the location for a cow town?
5. What did McCoy build in Abilene? 
6. What did Goodnight and Loving do with Cattle that no one had done before?
7. What is a cattle baron? 
8. Which other cattle baron did Goodnight and Loving sell cattle to?
9. How much did John Iliff buy his first herd for and why? 
10. What did Iliff do differently to other ranchers at the time?
11. What is open range ranching?
12. Why might there be conflict between ranchers and homesteaders?



Quiz 8 - Indian Wars part 1 
1. Why were Indians opposed to living on reservations?
2. Explain 3 of the problems Indians faced while on a reservation?
3. How much money was Little Crow supposed to get for going to a reservation?
4. Why did he not get his money? 
5. What did Little Crows people resort to due to lack of food on the reservation?
6. What did Little Crow do in his war?
7. How many whites died because of the Plains Indians rebellion? 
8. How many of the Sioux tribe were executed as a punishment? 
9. What happened to the rest of Little Crows tribe?
10. What eventually happened to Little Crow?  
11. Why was a meeting called at Sand Creek? 
12. What did Colonel Chivington say happened? But what did actually happen?


Quiz 9 - Indian War part 2 
1. What was the Bozeman trial? 
2. What did Red Cloud discover before his meeting with the Government about the Bozeman trial?
3. Which 2 famous chiefs joined Red Clouds war? 
4. What happened to Capitan Fettermen and his men?
5. What fort did the Sioux surround to force the government to back down?
6. What was agreed at the second fort Laramie treaty?
7. Why did the government agree to shut down the Bozeman trial? 
8. How did Red Clouds war change the U.S public’s attitude to the Plains Indians? 
9. What land was given to the Sioux and why was it important to them?


















Answers - Development of the Plains 1862-1876
Quiz 4 - Farming on the Plains 
1. Very dry, water too deep underground to get to, very windy, plagues of grasshoppers destroy crops, no tress for wood to build houses, isolation  
2. A house built from chucks of earth (sods of mud and grass) 
3. Eat all of their crops 
4. Resources could be transported quicker; crops could be sold further afield, less isolated as more people move
5. It could pump water up from 30m underground 
6. No tress to be used to build fences so this was the only option, it stopped animals getting to your crops 
7. A new strong plough that could dig up the tough Plains land
8. 30m
9. Gave homesteaders an extra 160 acres of land if they promised to plant trees in ¼ of it 
10. A new farming technique which trapped water in the soil to conserve it 
11. They swung around to harness the winds power from any direction, now built from mental not wood, much stronger and could pump water out from much deeper

Quiz 5 – Development of the Plains 
1. To stop Plains Indians tribes fighting so that white settlers could pass through their land safely 
2. End fighting, allow migrants in, allow the government to build roads and army posts, allow the railroad companies to survey the land
3. Discussions were in English, not all tribes attended, no overall chief of a tribe which the US didn’t fully grasp so other bands did not follow the decisions made
4. The southern states had stopped the laws from passing but now they had left the US there was no barrier
5. 160 acres for $10
6. Anyone could file a claim including ex-slaves and women. Only people who could not were Natives 
7. After you had lived on the land for 5 years, built a house and planted 5 acres of crops you could buy it for $30
8. Union Pacific started in Omaha and the Central Pacific started in Sacramento 
9. $16,000 for a mile of flat and $48,000 in the mountains 
10. It effected the movement and number of the buffalo 

Quiz 6 - Crime in the west
1. Mostly men, competition for resources, lots of alcohol, very poor law enforcement, too big to police
2. Stealing a plot of land a prospector had claimed to pan for Gold in 
3. A group who took the law into their own hands, acting as judge, jury and executioner 
4. No legal training for officials, federal government spent very little on the west, too big to police 
5. Cowboys would arrive after being on the long drive for months, spend all their wages on alcohol and fight 
6. Lots of lawmen had killed people before or used violence and fear to police the towns 
7. Banned carrying gun, he was a boxer so knocked out people who broke the law 
8. A gang of civil war deserters who robbed banks in the west 
9. Soldiers left the army and went west to escape but turned to crime 
10. Private detectives for hire
11. Stealing someone’s cattle 
12. Escaped from prison, killed by Sheriff Pat Garrett, involved in the Lincoln County war, famous gun fighter 
13. Wyatt Earp and his brothers had a shoot out with their rivals




Quiz 7 - The Cattle Industry 
1. The number of cattle increased massively as no one was there to look after them. Price of one cow in Texas was $5 but the same cow in the north was $40
2. Walking the cattle up from Texas further north to be sold, this could take 6 months 
3. Texas cattle had a disease called Texas fever which killed other breeds of cattle 
4. It was on the newly built railroad 
5. Stockyards to hold cattle, a train station long enough for 100 railway cars and a hotel
6. They moved west rather than east and fed new markets in the west including the army and Natives on reservations 
7. Someone who has a huge number of cattle and lots of land, making them rich and influential 
8. John iliff
9. $500 because they were exhausted and skinny from the long drive across the plains 
10. He set up his ranch on the plains so the cattle did not need to be driven up from Texas 
11. Putting cattle on public land which one owned, letting them roam free as far as they want and rounding them up when it was time to sell. This saved ranches lots of money as they did not need to buy land 
12. Homesteaders buy small chunks of land to farm on but Ranchers want to use the land for free, homesteaders are in their way and they fence off access to water

Quiz 8 - Indian Wars part 1 
1. They lived a Nomadic lifestyle following buffalo, living on a reservation made this impossible 
2. Poor farming land, lack of knowledge on farming, poor treatment by the reservation agent 
3. $1.4 million upfront and $80,000 a year 
4. The Dakota Sioux owed traders $200,000 so Little Crow was not given the money until that was paid
5. Eating grass
6. Attacked the store house and stole all of the food, then burnt it down, some then attacked nearby towns
7. 600
8. 38
9. They were moved onto Crow Creek reservation, it was very isolated and dry 
10. He escaped, but was eventually shot and scalped by a hunter, another hunter came by and chopped off his head
11. Black Kettle and other Natives had been attacking towns for 3 years, resisting moving to a reservation. They went to Sand Creek to discuss peace with the government but were massacred 
12. He said he had won a great battle against 1,000 warriors but the Natives had showed no resistance and put up a white flag as they were gunned down

Quiz 9 - Indian War part 2 
1. A short cut through Sioux land to a gold field in Montana 
2. That the army were building forts along the Bozeman trail so he knew he could not trust the government 
3. Sitting Bull & Crazy Horse
4. Fetterman fell into a Sioux ambush technique. The Sioux would allow some of their men to be seen so the US army would chase them Fetterman fell for this and him and his 80 men were all killed
5. Fort Phil Kearny 
6. The Bozeman trail would be shut, Red Cloud would move to a reservation which contained the Black Hills
7. Another route to the gold field had already been found 
8. Red Cloud has beaten the US so they were no longer seen as pushovers; they saw them more as savages 
9. The Black Hills of Dakota, it was very high hills (close to the spirits)
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Quiz 10 - Indian War part 3 
1. How much did the government try to buy the Black Hills for & why?
2. Which General was tasked with stopping the Plains Indians rebelling?
3. How many Sioux warriors and how many U.S troops were involved at the Battle of Little Big Horn?
4. What did Custer do with his troops which made him lose the battle? 
5. How did the Battle affect the government’s policy towards the Indians? 
6. List 3 ways life for Indian tribes on reservations changed after the battle
7. What was the Ghost dance?
8. Which 2 chiefs and their men were taken to Wounded Knee & what happened?
9. How did the public react to what happened? 
10. How many people died at Wounded Knee & how quickly?


Quiz 11- Johnson County war
1. How did overstocking of cattle have a negative impact on the cattle industry? 
2. What happened in the winter of 1886-87?
3. What temperature did it drop to on the plains?
4. List 3 reason smaller ranches became more popular after the collapse of open range ranching
5. How did the collapse of the open range affect the lives of the Cowboys?
6. Who were the WSGA and why were they set up?
7. What happened to Ella Watson & Jim Averill and why? 
8. How much did the WSGA pay the gunmen they hired to invade Johnson County?
9. How many homesteaders did the WSGA plan to kill?
10. How did Nate Champion ruin the WSGA’s plan?
11. Who was the sheriff of Johnson County?
12. Why did nothing happen to the WSGA after the failed invasion?


Quiz 12 - Later Migration 
1. Did the treatment of Blacks in the south change after slavery ended?
2. Who were the Exodusters? 
3. What rumour was started about Kansas?
4. How did Benjamin Singleton help to increase black migration to Kansas?
5. How did white citizens of Kansas react to the Exodusters? 
6. Was life better for former slaves in Kansas & why?
7. What was a land rush?
8. What act allowed the government to open up Indian Territory for these land rushes?
9. How many land rushes took place in Oklahoma? 
10. What signalled that the land rush had started?
11. How many acres were opened up in the largest land rush?

Quiz 13 - Extermination of the buffalo 
1. How did the railway have an impact on the buffalo?
2. How did the Civil war have an impact on the number of buffalo hunters?
3. Who is the famous buffalo hunter?
4. How were buffalo hides used in industry / factories? 
5. Give 2 reasons why the government backed the plan to exterminate the buffalo
6. How did the cattle and sheep industry impact the buffalo herds?
7. What was different between the treatment/use of buffalo by whites and Native Americans?
8. Give 2 way the destruction of the buffalo change the lives of the Native Americans 
9. How did exterminating the buffalo give the government greater control over the Native Americans?
Quiz 14 - Life on a Reservation 
1. Why were Native American children taken to boarding schools when living on reservations?
2. What were they taught at boarding school?
3. What could you join to ensure your standard of living on the reservation was better than most people’s?
4. How would these people be viewed by the rest of the tribe?
5. How did the government break the power of tribal chiefs on reservations? (3 stages)
6. What could the reservation agents do to get Native Americans to follow the rules or do what they wanted them to do?
7. Why were the Indians not able to be successful farming on reservations?
8. What was the Dawes act & what did it do?
9. What did lots of Indians do with the land given to them under the Dawes act & why?
10. What problem was caused when Indians passed their land onto their children?






Answers - Conflict and Conquest 1876- 1895
Quiz 10 - Indian War part 3 
1. $6 million or $400,000 a year because gold was found in them
2. General Custer
3. 2,000 Natives and 600 US army, but Custer split force into 3 so only about 200 in the actual battle 
4. Split his forced into 3 to attack from 3 sides but he didn’t wait for the other 2 sections to arrive
5. Now treat the Natives even more harshly, took their weapons and horses, ignored all previous treaties, and withheld food on reservations as punishments 
6. Moved onto smaller reservations, lived under military rule, forced to give up the Black hills
7. A dance which it was believed would bring back all the dead Natives and wash away the whites 
8. Sitting Bull & Big Foot. They left the reservation but were hunted down by the army, they were taken to Wounded Knee and massacred 
9. They were happy, they saw it as revenge for Little Big Horn, and they thought if the Natives would not assimilate they needed to be killed
10. 250 Sioux dead in 10 minutes 

Quiz 11 - Johnson County war
1. Too many cattle so the price went down = loss of profit, also too many cows meant competition for food so some cows lost weight and value
2. A very harsh winter, thousands of cows died as could not get to grass through deep snow
3. -55 degrees
4. Produced higher quality meat, easier to look after, reduced the supply of beef to increase prices 
5. Lives became more boring, no more long drives, mostly fixed fences 
6. Wyoming Stock Growers Association, to protect big ranchers from smaller ranchers rustling their cattle
7. They were lynched because the WSGA suspected they rustled some cattle
8. $5 a day and $50 for every rustler they killed 
9. 70 
10. He held the gunmen back at the KC Ranch all day allowing the sheriff time to round up 40 men to fight the invaders 
11. Sheriff Angus 
12. They were rich and the county was not so they dragged the court case out until the county ran out of money, they hired the best lawyers 

Quiz 12 -Later Migration 
1. No, still treated very harshly, many still worked for the same plantation owner
2. 40,000 former slaves who moved from the south to Kansas to be farmers 
3. Rumours of free land for slaves but this was not true 
4. He promoted Kansas in meetings and advertising as a safe haven for freed slaves 
5. They did not want them there or for the government to help them 
6. They remained poorer than whites but slightly less racism 
7. Land given away by the government, people would literally rush to a plot to claim it 
8. Dawes act 
9. 7 all together 
10. A cannon was set off
11. 8 million acres 


Quiz 13 - Extermination of the buffalo 
1. Many were killed to keep them away from the track, the train brought hunters to the plains to hunt them, and many were killed to feed to railroad workers 
2. After the war you had thousands of men who were trained to shoot guns 
3. Buffalo Bill
4. The skin/hide was used to make leather belts used in new machines in factories 
5. It meant the Natives had no reason to leave the reservations, with no main food supply Natives would have to learn to farm and become more American, less buffalo meant more room for cattle
6. There was increased competition for food
7. Natives would use every part of it so nothing was wasted, but many whites would just kill them and leave it to rot or just take a small part 
8. Shattered their entire way of life, no longer nomadic, now dependant on the government for food, had to change their clothes/fashion
9. The Natives were fully reliant on the government for food because they were poor farmers, so if the natives angered the US they could withhold their food  


Quiz 14 - Life on a Reservation 
1. To take them away from the Native culture and traditions and force them to assimilate into American ways
2. To read, write and speak in English, Christianity, that their parent’s culture was wrong  
3. The Indian Agency police  
4. As traitors and selfish 
5. 1 – They set up special councils to take over the chief’s power; the members of the council were easily bribed with food. 2- Courts set up to be able to judge natives taking away the last power of the chief. 3 – Finally the courts were abolished in favour of US laws and court system  
6. Withhold food to starve them into submission 
7. They had no experience of farming, the land they were given was very poor 
8. It split the reservations into 160 acre chunks and gave it to the Indians to split them up so they were not all living together
9. They sold it to white people very cheaply because they did not know how to farm 
10. They split the land equally between their children which would mean no one had enough land to farm on successfully
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