	ENGLISH EXAM READY IN 100 DAYS

	Supporting resources:
	Submit work for review and feedback:

	Macbeth: https://www.folger.edu/explore/shakespeares-works/macbeth/read/ 
A Christmas Carol: https://www.gutenberg.org/files/46/46-h/46-h.htm 
An Inspector Calls: https://stjosephsenglishblog.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/an-inspector-calls-full-text.pdf
Power and Conflict poetry: https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/english-revision/gcse-aqa/power-and-conflict/ 
	https://forms.office.com/e/q1Z8fNhrt6 

	1. Write a paragraph describing Priestley’s views on social responsibility, with reference to relevant context.
	2. Re-read the poem ‘War Photographer’. The job that the war photographer does is traumatising, so why do they do it?
Ext. In ‘An Inspector Calls’, Goole says “It’s my duty to ask questions.” What do Goole and the photographer have in common?
	3. Find someone and tell them:
· What is meant by the term ‘regicide’
· Why Shakespeare presented regicide as such a terrible crime
	4. Re-read the poem ‘Exposure’. Write a paragraph answering the question ‘How does Wilfred Owen present the experiences of the soldiers?’
Ext. What does Wilfred Owen have in common with J B Priestley?
	5. “Access to the internet does far more harm than good.”
Write the opening to a speech to be delivered in your school arguing your point of view on this statement.

	6. Re-read the poem ‘Kamikaze’. Then tell someone:
· What a kamikaze pilot is
· What happens to the pilot in the poem
· A quotation from the poem that you find interesting, and why
	7. Imagine you have turned to Q5 of Language Paper 1. The image prompt is of a room inside a portrait gallery.
Write the opening to a description based on this prompt, remembering to include:
· Ambitious vocabulary
· A range of language devices
· A range of sentence structures
· A range of punctuation
	8. Answer the following questions:
· What is the purpose of emotive language?
· Explain the connotations/impact of the following examples: solitary, tyrant, agony, cage
Ext. Choose a poem from the Power and Conflict cluster and write a list of the emotive words used and their effects.
	9. Name the poem from which the following quotations have been taken:
· The narrator’s country is “sick with tyrants”
· “I am branded by an impression of sunlight.”
Ext. What devices have been used in these quotations and what effect do they have?
	10. After he commits regicide, Macbeth struggles to sleep.
· What does an inability to sleep reveal/represent?
· Lady Macbeth is seen sleepwalking and hallucinating in Act 5. What does this suggest?
Ext. In ‘A Christmas Carol’, Jacob Marley says he, like the Macbeths, “cannot rest”. Why is this?

	11. In your own words, describe the Divine Right of Kings and its relevance to the play ‘Macbeth’.
	12. In Literature Paper 2, you will have to analyse two poems you have never seen before. Imagine you have been given the poem ‘The New Colossus’ by Emma Lazarus, a poem about the Statue of Liberty. The poem ends,

“Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

Write a paragraph analysing the ending of the poem.
	13. Dickens uses similes in Stave 1 and Stave 5 to emphasise how much Scrooge has changed by the end of the novella. Write a paragraph explaining the significance of these:
· Stave 1: “solitary as an oyster”
· Stave 5: “as light as a feather”
Ext. What other quotations could you link to those above?
	14. Re-read the poem ‘Storm on the Island’. We could interpret this poem in a number of ways:
· It is a poem about the power of nature
· It is a poem about conflict
Which one of these do you find more convincing? Use quotations from the poem to justify your answer.
	15. “Banquo is an important character in the play ‘Macbeth’.” To what extent do  you agree? Use the prompts below to help you form your answer:
· Banquo and Macbeth both fight valiantly for Duncan in Act One
· Banquo hears the witches’ prophecy, in which they predict he will father a line of kings
· Macbeth arranges for Banquo to be assassinated
· Banquo’s ghost appears at Macbeth’s banquet

	16. Scrooge is visited by the ghost of Jacob Marley. Describe the significance of this character (i.e. what is his role in the text?).
	17. In what order does Inspector Goole interrogate the other characters in ‘An Inspector Calls’?
Ext. Name all the other characters that appear or are mentioned in the text.
	18. Answer the following questions:
· What is meant by symbolism?
· Explain the significance of the following symbols: bloody hands, manacles, poppy
	19. Bullet-point five ideas about the poem ‘Remains’ by Simon Armitage.
Ext. Research the context of this poem and summarise your learning in just three sentences.
	20. Why is it interesting/unusual that Lady Macbeth uses imperative verbs to command her husband? Use the words ‘Jacobean patriarchy’, ‘submissive’ and ‘atypical’ in your answer.

	21. “Fred is such an important character in ‘A Christmas Carol’, especially in the beginning, when Dickens uses him to explain why Christmas time is special.” 
To what extent do you agree? Use evidence from the text to support your ideas.
	22. Re-read William Blake’s ‘London’, a poem all about his home city – the London of the 1700s. In the poem, a character walks around the streets at night. What does he notice/think about...
· The people of London?
· The Church and monarchy?
Ext. What does Blake believe is the worst problem in 1700s London?
	23. “Darkness was cheap, and Scrooge liked it.” 
· What does this quotation from Stave 1 reveal about Scrooge?
· What other quotation/s could you link to this one, and how?
Ext. Light imagery is also used in ‘Macbeth’. How does Shakespeare use light/darkness in his play?
	24. Consider our key word ‘hierarchy’. Use this word to explain:
· What is the Great Chain of Being?
· The significance of the ‘mousing owl’ killing the ‘falcon’
Ext. The word ‘hierarchy’ also relates to our work on ‘An Inspector Calls’. What kind of hierarchies are at work in the play, and what does Priestley think about hierarchy?
	25. “If we do not start giving teenagers more responsibility, they’ll never be prepared to face the realities of adult life.”

Write the opening to a news article to be published in your school newspaper arguing your point of view on this statement.

	26. ‘My Last Duchess’ is a dramatic monologue.
· What is a dramatic monologue?
· What can we infer about the speaker in this dramatic monologue?
	27. Write a paragraph explaining how Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a tragic hero. You could use the quotations below to help you:
· Act 1: “brave”, “noble”, “valiant”
· Act 5: “villain”, “tyrant”, “thief”
	28. Bullet-point five quotations that reveal something about the character Eva Smith. Next to each quotation, write down what you can infer about Eva. Each quotation must reveal something different about her.
	29. Write a paragraph describing Jacobean attitudes towards witchcraft. 
Ext. Write a second paragraph about how Victorian attitudes to the supernatural differed to Jacobean attitudes.
	30. ‘An Inspector Calls’ was written in 1945 but set in 1912.
· Write down at least two quotations in which Priestley uses dramatic irony
· Explain the effect each of these quotations has on the audience

	31. Write a paragraph explaining how Wordsworth has presented his narrator in the beginning of ‘The Prelude’. At this point in the poem, the narrator is “proud” and moves through the water “like a swan”.
Ext. Write a second paragraph comparing Wordsworth’s presentation of the narrator at the end of the poem, when he says “o’er my heads there hung a darkness” and is plagued by thoughts that are “a trouble to [his] dreams”.
	32. Who is Macduff and what is his significance in the play ‘Macbeth’? Refer to the following ideas in your answer:
· Macduff discovers Duncan’s body: “a new Gorgon”
· He cares for Scotland: “Bleed, bleed, poor country!”
· He grieves the death of his family: “my pretty chickens”
· He is a man of action: “My voice is in my sword”
	33. Write a paragraph describing Priestley’s experiences in World War One and how this influenced his beliefs.
Ext. Where can we see evidence of these beliefs in ‘An Inspector Calls’?
	34. “Throughout ‘A Christmas Carol’, Dickens makes it clear that you would not want to be born into poverty in Victorian England.”
To what extent do you agree? Use evidence from the text to support your ideas.
	35. Answer the following questions about sentence structures:
· What is a simple sentence?
· What is a minor sentence (also known as a fragment)?
· Why can it be effective to use short sentences in your writing?
· Why is it important to use a range of sentence types in your writing?

	36. Create a mind-map exploring the different ways in which Shakespeare presents regicide as sinful.
	37. Define the following word classes: abstract noun, concrete noun, superlative adjective, verb and adverb.
	38. Why did John Agard write ‘Checking Out Me History’? Try to use the words ‘defiant’, ‘oppression’ and ‘erasure’ in your answer.
	39. In Act 1 Scene 4, King Duncan tells Macbeth “I have begun to plant thee and will labor to make thee full of growing”.
· What does this quotation mean?
· What device has Shakespeare used?
· How does this make Macbeth’s betrayal of Duncan seem even more villainous?
	40. The hypocrisy of the upper-classes is a recurring theme in ‘An Inspector Calls’.
· In what way/s is Mr Birling hypocritical?
· In what way/s is Mrs Birling hypocritical?
Ext. Mr and Mrs Birling are static characters. What does this mean?

	41. “In Stave 2 of ‘A Christmas Carol’, Dickens really wants us to feel sorry for Scrooge.”
To what extent do you agree? Use evidence from the text to support your ideas.
	42. “The class system is still alive and well; things haven’t much improved since the early 1900s when it comes to social mobility and opportunities for people who are not born into privilege.”
Write the opening to a letter to your local MP arguing your point of view on this statement.

	43. Bullet-point five uses of paper mentioned in the poem ‘Tissue’.
Ext. What does this poem suggest about paper?
	44. Imagine you have turned to Q5 of Language Paper 1. The image prompt is of a hospital corridor.
Write the opening to a description based on this prompt, remembering to include:
· Ambitious vocabulary
· A range of language devices
· A range of sentence structures
· A range of punctuation
	45. In Act One of ‘Macbeth’, Macbeth beheads the enemy of King Duncan. How does this link to the events of Act Five?

	46. “Watching the play ‘An Inspector Calls’ is enough to make you think the class system is totally immoral and corrupt.”
To what extent do you agree? Use evidence from the text to support your ideas.
	47. Write a paragraph describing Dickens’ views on the suffering of the poor, with reference to relevant context.
Ext. Compare Dickens’ perspective to that of Priestley – how are the two writers’ views similar and/or different?
	48. Explain how the Gunpowder Plot inspired Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’.
	49. Shakespeare uses soliloquy in ‘Macbeth’.
· What is a soliloquy?
· What is special or interesting about things characters say in a soliloquy?
	50. In Stave 1 of ’A Christmas Carol’, Dickens describes how the church bell was always “peeping slily” down at Scrooge.
· What device has been used here?
· What atmosphere does this produce?
· Why would Dickens use religious imagery/allusion in this text?

	51. ‘Macbeth’ and ‘An Inspector Calls’ both explore gender roles in patriarchal societies.
Create a table with two columns; in one column, list ideas about the role of women in a patriarchy, and in the other list ideas about the role of men.
	52. Imagine you have been given the poem ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’ to analyse. 
Bullet-point three poems from the cluster you could compare to this poem. Next to each one, write down the theme they have in common.
	53. Write a paragraph explaining how Lady Macbeth and Macbeth’s relationship changes over the course of the play.
Ext. Can you use at least two quotations to prove that their dynamic changes?
	54. Priestley refers to the Titanic in ‘An Inspector Calls’. Write a paragraph explaining, in detail, the significance of this reference. Aim to use the words ‘dramatic irony’, ‘capitalism’ and ‘class’ in your answer.
	55. Re-read the poem ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’. Tell someone the story of the poem.
Ext. What is Tennyson’s message about the cavalry in this poem?

	56. Imagine you have turned to Q5 of Language Paper 1. The image prompt is of long, winding road. Use a simile, metaphor and personification to write the opening to your description.
	57. Priestley presents Sheila Birling as the character who empathises the most with Eva Smith. Why do you think this is and what does it suggest to the audience?
	58. When writing about poems, we should consider the structural choices made by the writers.
· What is caesura?
· What is enjambment?
· What is end-stop?
Ext. How has Duffy used caesura in the line “though seem to now. Rural England. Home again”?
	59. In Stave 2 of ‘A Christmas Carol’, Scrooge observes Fezziwig’s Christmas ball. What impact did this memory have on Scrooge?
	60. Imagine you have turned to Q5 of Language Paper 1. The image prompt is of a smashed cup of tea.
Write the opening to a description based on this prompt, remembering to include:
· Ambitious vocabulary
· A range of language devices
· A range of sentence structures
· A range of punctuation

	61. Bullet-point five quotations from ‘An Inspector Calls’ that expose Priestley’s negative views on Capitalism.
	62. Write a paragraph explaining what we learn about Lady Macbeth in her Act 1 Scene 5 soliloquys, which include the quotations:
· “unsex me here”
· “take my milk for gall”
Ext. What other quotations from elsewhere in the text could you link to these, and how?
	63. For Question 2 of Language Paper 1, and Question 3 of Language Paper 2, you must complete independent language analysis of unseen texts. What must you include in your answers to these questions?
	64. A student said, “Macbeth and Macduff are literary foils.”
To what extent do you agree? Write a paragraph in which you explain your answer.
	65. In Literature Paper 2, you will have to analyse two poems you have never seen before. Imagine you have been given the poem ‘Caged Bird’ by Maya Angelou. The following stanza is taken from the end of this poem:

“The caged bird sings   
with a fearful trill   
of things unknown   
but longed for still   
and his tune is heard   
on the distant hill   
for the caged bird   
sings of freedom.”

Write a paragraph analysing this stanza.

	66. Imagine the part of Stave 3 of ‘A Christmas Carol’ in which Scrooge observes the Cratchits’ Christmas dinner has been destroyed. Write your own version of Christmas with the Cratchits.
	67. Imagine you have turned to Q5 of Language Paper 1. The image prompt is of a goldfish in a tank.
Write the opening to a description based on this prompt, remembering to include:
· Ambitious vocabulary
· A range of language devices
· A range of sentence structures
· A range of punctuation
	68. The Ghosts of Christmas Past and Present both emit light. Write down and annotate the quotations from the text that describe these light sources.
	69. The soldier in the poem ‘Bayonet Charge’ “lugged a rifle numb as a smashed arm”. Copy and annotate this quotation with the devices used and their effects.
	70. Imagine you have been given the poem ‘The Émigrée’ to analyse and compare.
Bullet-point three poems from the cluster you could compare to this poem. Next to each one, write down the theme they have in common.

	71. When Jacob Marley leaves at the end of Stave 1 of ‘A Christmas Carol’, Scrooge sees that “the air was filled with phantoms”. Why did Dickens include this moment in the novella?
	72. Question 3 of Language Paper 1 asks you to analyse the structure of a fiction extract. Summarise our exam strategy in relation to this question. Include:
· How long you should spend on this question
· What you should write about in each paragraph
· What you must include in each paragraph
	73. “Charity doesn’t work; giving money to the needy is not a sustainable solution to the poverty problem.”
Write the opening of an open letter to be published in your local newspaper arguing your point of view on this statement.
	74. Answer the following questions on pathetic fallacy.
· What is pathetic fallacy?
· How is it used in the beginning of ‘Macbeth’?
· How is it used in the beginning of ‘A Christmas Carol’?
Ext. How could you use pathetic fallacy in your own creative writing to create a peaceful atmosphere?
	75. In Stave 4 of ‘A Christmas Carol’, Scrooge sees his own dead body, “unwatched, unwept, uncared for”. Write a paragraph in which you analyse this quotation.
Ext. Compare this depiction to Dickens’ presentation of Tiny Tim’s deathbed.


	76. Re-read the poem ‘Poppies’. Then create a mind-map detailing:
· Any symbols you can identify in the poem
· The significance/meaning of these symbols
	77. Bullet-point five quotations that reveal something about the character the Ghost of Christmas Present. Next to each quotation, write down what you can infer about the spirit. Each quotation must reveal something different about it.
	78. Summarise what Gerald tells Inspector Goole about his relationship with Eva Smith/Daisy Renton.
Ext. Gerald presents his role in Daisy’s life as heroic and chivalrous. Why does the audience find this hard to believe?
	79. “Priestley suggests that women were routinely silenced in Edwardian England.” 
To what extent do you agree? Use evidence from the text to support your ideas.

	80. Re-read the poem ‘Ozymandias’. Tell someone:
· What the poem suggests Ozymandias was like as a leader
· What the poem reveals about human power

	81. Imagine you have been given the poem ‘The Prelude’ to analyse and compare.
Bullet-point three poems from the cluster you could compare to this poem. Next to each one, write down the theme they have in common.
	82. “In ‘Macbeth’, despite Macbeth’s strength in battle, he is ultimately presented as a very weak man.” 
To what extent do you agree? Use evidence from the text to support your ideas.
	83. Imagine you have turned to Q5 of Language Paper 1. The image prompt is of hand clutching a rose.
Write the opening to a description based on this prompt, remembering to include:
· Ambitious vocabulary
· A range of language devices
· A range of sentence structures
· A range of punctuation
	84. “Dickens uses ‘A Christmas Carol’ to promote the value of education, which can provide an escape to those who are suffering.”
To what extent do you agree? Use evidence from the text to support your ideas.
	85. Question 4 of Language Paper 2 asks you to compare the writers’ feelings towards a given subject in Source A and Source B. Summarise our exam strategy in relation to this question. Include:
· How long you should spend on this question
· How you should organise your answer
· What you must include in your answer

	86. “If James I had not been on the throne of England, the play ‘Macbeth’ would never have been written.”
To what extent do you agree? Use evidence from the text to support your ideas.
	87. For Q3 of Language Paper 1, we should aim to write about the structural features we can identify in the text. With that in mind, answer the following questions:
· What is juxtaposition and what is it used for?
· What is repetition and why is it used?
	88. Explain what Priestley is referring to when, in Act Three, Goole tells the Birlings, “We are responsible for each other. And I tell you that the time will soon come when, if men will not learn that lesson, then they will be taught in fire and blood and anguish”.
	89. Write a paragraph explaining how Lady Macbeth is depicted in Act 5 of ‘Macbeth’. 
Ext. Write a second paragraph about how Lady Macbeth in Act 1 differs to Lady Macbeth in Act 5.
	90. Create a mind-map of key context about the life and times of Charles Dickens. You should consider:
· Ideas about Dickens’ childhood
· Christmas in Victorian England
· The Poor Law

	91. Both Gerald Croft and Eric Birling have a sexual relationship with Eva Smith. List at least three ways in which their relationships with her differ.
	92. Write a paragraph explaining the relationship between Lady Macbeth and Eve (from the story of creation).
	93. Imagine you have been given the poem ‘Storm on the Island’ to analyse and compare.
Bullet-point three poems from the cluster you could compare to this poem. Next to each one, write down the theme they have in common.
	94. In Literature Paper 2, you will have to analyse two poems you have never seen before. Imagine you have been given the poem ‘Siren Song’ by Margaret Atwood, a poem about mythical creatures whose beautiful singing lures sailors to the rocks/their deaths. The poem contains the stanza,

“the song that forces men
to leap overboard in squadrons
even though they see the beached skulls”

Write a paragraph analysing this stanza.
	95. In Language Paper 1, you will need to read and analyse a fiction extract you have never seen before, such as the one below taken from ‘Dracula’:

“Everything is grey—except the green grass, which seems like emerald amongst it; grey earthy rock; grey clouds, tinged with the sunburst at the far edge, hang over the grey sea, into which the sand-points stretch like grey fingers. The sea is tumbling in over the shallows and the sandy flats with a roar, muffled in the sea-mists drifting inland. The horizon is lost in a grey mist.”

Copy four short quotations from the extract above, and label them with the devices you can identify and the effect of these devices.

	96. Imagine you have turned to Q5 of Language Paper 1. The image prompt is of a statue. Use a simile, metaphor and personification to write the opening to your description.
	97. “Christmas has lost all spiritual and moral meaning; it’s totally commercial and makes people behave more greedily.”
Write the opening to a blog post to be published on your school website arguing your point of view on this statement.
	98. Write a paragraph in which you explain what makes Malcolm the rightful heir of Scotland in ‘Macbeth’ and how Shakespeare leads us to believe he will be a good king.
	99. In Literature Paper 2, you will have to analyse two poems you have never seen before. Imagine you have been given the poem ‘The Death Bed’ by Siegfried Sassoon, a famous WWI poet and contemporary of Wilfred Owen. We could argue that the title of this poem is an oxymoron; explain how.
	100. Bullet-point five ways in which Dickens shows his readers how deeply unpopular Scrooge is prior to his transformation in Stave 5.



