Name: _____________________________
The Big Sociology Quiz
1. What is a norm? – The behaviour that is appropriate for a setting 
2. What is a value? – Something that is important either in society or as an individual 
3. What is culture? – The way of life of a particular society 
4. List 4 agents of socialisation. – Families, education, work, peers, media 
5. What is socialisation? – The process of learning norms and values of a society 
6. What is secondary socialisation? – Socialisation that begins later in life 
7. What is primary socialisation? – Socialisation in early childhood through family 
8. What is the main idea of Functionalism? – Everything and everyone in society has a function 
9. What is the main idea of Marxism? – Social class inequality
10. What is the main idea of Feminism? – Society is patriarchal 
11. What is a beanpole family? - Members of a family come from many generations but with few members in each generation 
12. What is a cohabitating family? – Two people who live together without being married, with/without children  
13. What is an extended family? – Parents and their children and other distant relatives 
14. What is a lone parent family? –A family with only a mother or father 
15. What is a reconstituted family? – Two adults with children from a previous relationship marry to form a new family
16. What is a same sex family? – Family with two parents of the same sex 
17. What is an empty nest family? – Children have move out of the family home, but parents still live there 
18. What is a nuclear family? – A family which consists of a mum, dad and two children 
19. What do Marxists believe about the family? – The family support capitalism 
20. What do Feminists believe about the family? – The family is patriarchal 
21. What is organisational diversity within families? – How families are arranged 
22. What is cultural diversity within families? – The different cultural, religious and ethnic practices within families 
23. What is monogamy? – Being married to one person at a time 
24. What is polygamy? – Being married to more than one person at a time 
25. What is polyandry? -  Where a woman has two or more husbands at the same time 
26. What is polygyny? – Where a man is married to multiple women at the same time 
27. What is social class diversity within families? – The income differences between the households of different classes 
28. What is life stage diversity within families? – The family structure on what stage you are at in life 
29. What is cohort diversity within families? – The different attitudes and experiences that reflect the historical period in which they have lived
30. Do they agree or disagree with the nuclear family? – Disagree, they believe the family is pluralistic 
31. What are conjugal roles? – The roles people have in a family
32. What is are separated conjugal roles? – The different roles performed by men and women
33. What is an example of separated conjugal roles? – Man is breadwinner, woman is the housewife 
34. What is are joint conjugal roles? – Men and women share all the roles within the family  
35. What is an example of joint conjugal roles? – Men and women share the childcare 
36. Do functionalists agree with joint/separated conjugal roles? – Agree with separate conjugal roles 
37. Do Marxists agree with joint/separated conjugal roles? – Agree with separate conjugal roles 
38. Do feminists agree with joint/separated conjugal roles? – Agree with separate conjugal roles 
39. How do dual career families impact conjugal roles? – They are more likely to have joint conjugal roles 
40. How do same sex couples impact conjugal roles? – They are more likely to have joint conjugal roles 
41. How have changes in society caused a change within the family? – Legal changes, changes in childhood, changes in gender roles, 
42. How have changes in gender roles caused a change in within the family? – Women have more power in society, they are not just a housewife 
43. How have benefits for lone parents caused a change within the family? – Parents can afford to live alone with their children 
44. How have employment opportunities caused a change within the family? – More money for the family and change in gender roles in the family 
45. How have a decline in religion caused a change within the family? – People are less likely to get married due to secularisation 
46. How has the divorce act caused a change within the family? – No fault divorce meant the stigma of divorce was removed from society 
47. How has the equality act caused a change within the family? – Women paid the same as men, they had more independence 
48. How has same-sex marriage caused a change within the family? – More acceptance in society 
49. How has changes in childhood caused a change within the family? – Children are expected to be children and to be in education 
50. How has the changes between parents and children caused a change within the family? – Children only gain more independence as they enter teenage years 
51. How have divorce laws caused a rise in divorce rates? They made it easier for couples to legally separate 
52. How has a change in marital value caused a rise in divorce rates? – Less people are getting married therefore less divorces 
53. How has a change of status in women caused a rise in divorce rates? – Women’s expectations of marriage increases
54. How has a change in social attitude caused a rise in divorce rates? – No longer a stigma 
55. How has secularisation caused a rise in divorce rates? – Marriage is less sacred 
56. What are the consequences of divorce for children? – Spending time with parents separately, lose relationships with some relatives 
57. What are the consequences of divorce for extended family? – May lose contact with the children 
58. What are the consequences of divorce for husband and wife? – Emotional, legal, economic, co-parental, community, psychological 
59. What do Marxists believe about divorce? – Lack of resources, stress from the workplace and the change in the economy 
60. What do feminists believe about divorce? – Support divorce 
61. What is a state funded comprehensive school? – Available for all children aged 5-16, educates children regardless of background 
62. What is a specialist school? -Specialises in one subject 
63. What is an independent/private school? – Charge parents for their child to attend 
64. What is a faith school? – Schools that follow a particular faith 
65. What is a special school? – A school designed for children with SEND needs 
66. What is a grammar school? – A school which children need to pass the 11+ to attend
67. What is home schooling/de-schooling? – Being educated not in a formal school setting 
68. What do functionalists believe about education? -  It serves the needs of society and creates social cohesion 
69. What do Marxists believe about education? – School mirrors the workplace 
70. What do feminists believe about education? – Gendered subject choices, boys take up more of the teachers’ time 
71. How does socialisation impact a students’ academic achievement? – Children who do not have the basics of socialisation may struggle in school 
72. How does material deprivation impact a students’ academic achievement? – Makes it difficult for students to access education 
73. How does adult’s attitudes impact a students’ academic achievement? – If parents are not invested in their education the children may not be 
74. How does language impact a students’ academic achievement? – Different social classes use and understand language differently 
75. How does the job market impact a students’ academic achievement? – Not everyone is able to achieve a “good job” in the current job market 
76. How do education policies impact a students’ academic achievement? – Increases outcomes due to the national curriculum 
77. How does social class impact a students’ academic achievement? – Working class students perform worse than middle- or upper-class students 
78. How does gender impact a students’ academic achievement? – Girls outperform boys 
79. How does ethnicity impact a students’ academic achievement? – Stereotypes can hinder or promote a student’s outcome 
80. Which factors do you think is most important which impacts a students’ academic achievement?
81. How does setting impact a students’ academic achievement? – Those in lower sets are limited to what they can achieve 
82. How does the school ethos impact a students’ academic achievement? – A focus on hard work encourages academic achievement 
83. How does the hidden curriculum impact a students’ academic achievement? – It encourages students to do well and rewards for non-formal aspects of school 
84. What is the formal curriculum? – The timetabled lessons in the school 
85. How does the formal curriculum impact a student's academic achievement? – It gives them the qualifications to access jobs or further education 
86. How does labelling impact a students’ academic achievement? – A negative label limits a student’s academic achievement 
87. What is the self – fulfilling prophecy? – When a child adopts and lives up the label given to them 
88. How do subcultures impact a students’ academic achievement? – Anti-school subcultures limit their academic achievement and positive subcultures increase their academic achievement 
89. What did Willis find in his “learning to labour” study? – “The lads” truanted lessons and were not interested in learning 
90. What did Sharpe find in her study of girls in the 1970s-1990s? – Girls in the 1970s focused on getting a husband and having children, girls in the 1990s focused on a career 
91. What is meritocracy? – People achieving through hard work 
92. What do functionalists believe about society? – Everyone has an equal chance of success in society 
93. What do Marxists believe about society? – The lower classes have are oppressed by the upper classes 
94. What do feminists believe about society? – Men have the power in society, women have less power in society 
95. What is wealth? – Material resources owned by individuals 
96. What is income? – How much a person earns 
97. What is status? – A person’s social position 
98. What is power? – How much authority someone has in society, can be formal or informal 
99. Who has the most power in society? – Those with more money or more status 
100. Who has the least power in society? – Those with less money or little status 
101. How does health impact life choices? – Those who have poor health are more likely to have few life choices 
102. How does wealth impact life choices? – Having more wealth leads to more life choices, less wealth limited life choices 
103. How does disability lead to social inequality? – Those who are disabled are more likely to face discrimination and be in poverty 
104. How do women experience social inequality? – Gender pay gap, discrimination, glass ceiling, double shift
105. How do men experience social inequality? – Longer prison sentences, more likely to be homeless, more likely to die at work 
106. How does ethnicity lead to social inequality? – Discrimination, more likely to be in poverty, less education achievement 
107. How does sexuality lead to social inequality? – More likely to face discrimination 
108. How do children experience social inequality? – May be exploited, little power in society 
109. How do teenagers experience social inequality? – Labelled negatively at times, unemployment 
110. How do older adults experience social inequality? – Labelled negatively, more likely to be in poverty, seen as feeble in society 
111. What is absolute poverty? – Not being able to afford the basics 
112. Give an example of absolute poverty? – Homelessness 
113. What is relative poverty? – Being able to afford the basics but not the things the rest of society can afford 
114. Give an example relative poverty? – Not having a mobile phone 
115. How does the government define poverty? – Those who have disposable income of less than 60% 
116. What is a weakness of Townsend’s poverty research? – It measures inequality rather than poverty 
117. What is a strength of Townsend’s poverty research? – Recognised that poverty was not being able to participate in society 
118. Describe the poverty cycle. - born in poverty -> material deprivation -> low education -> limits job opportunities -> become adults in poverty -> they have their own children in poverty 
119. How does poverty impact educational achievement? – Those in poverty are less likely to achieve in education 
120. What four aspects of society are included in the welfare state? – Health, education, benefits, social services 
121. How does social class impact someone’s power in society? – High social class = more power, lower social class = less power 
122. How does gender and sexuality impact someone’s power in society? – Men have more power in society 
123. How does ethnicity impact someone’s power in society? – Ethnic minorities have less power in society 
124. How does disability impact someone’s power in society? – Those who are disabled have less power in society 
125. How does religion impact someone’s power in society? – They may have less power if they are a religious minority 
126. What 6 patriarchal structures did Walby identify? – Household, paid work, the state, male violence, sexuality, cultural institutions 
127. What do Functionalists believe about the power distribution in society? – The unequal distribution is fine because people earn their positions in society 
128. What do Marxists believe about the power distribution in society? – The upper classes have economic power and use it shape society’s views 
129. What do Feminists believe about the power distribution in society? – Women’s roles are overlooked and men have more power 
130. What are the three types of authority sociologists believe exist in society? – Rational authority, Traditional authority, charismatic authority 
131. Define the term in crime. – An illegal act punishable by law 
132. Give an example of a crime. – Murder

133. Define the term deviance. – Behaviour that does not conform to social norms 
134. Give an example of deviance. – Talking in the cinema
135. What for factors impact whether something is deviant in society? – Location, time period, time of the day, culture 
136. Define the term social order. – When society is stable and runs smoothy without disruption 
137. Define the term social control. – The process by which people are encouraged or persuaded to conform to rules 
138. What do sociologists mean by positive social control? – Rewards given to people in society who meet the social norms or formal laws 
139. What do sociologists mean by negative social control? – Punishments given to people who do not met social norms or formal laws 
140. Give one example of positive and negative social control in society?- Positive = social status, promotions in employment, negative = isolation, prison 
141. Define the term formal social control. – Based on written rules and laws and is enforced by agencies of formal social control
142.  List 3 agencies of formal social control. – Prison services, judiciary, police force 
143. Define the term informal social control. – Based on unwritten rules and processes such as approval or disapproval of others 
144. List 3 agencies of informal social control. – Family, friends, teachers 
145. Define the term formal rules. -  Rules that are written down e.g. laws 
146. What gives these rules official status is society? -  They have official status and official sanctions 
147. Who enforces the formal rules of society? – The police, the government 
148. Define the term informal rules. – Unwritten and provide guidelines for expected behaviour in society situations 
149. What makes these rules informal in society? - They have no official status 
150. Who enforces these informal rules? - Peers, family, teachers 
151. What does Durkheim believe about crime in society? - Durkheim believed that crime was a necessary part of all healthy societies
152. What does Durkheim believe about society’s reaction to crime? – The reactions remind everyone of the boundaries between acceptable and unacceptable behaviour 
153. What is a criticism of Durkheim’s belief about crime? – Crime harms victims and damages communities 
154. What is the American Dream? -  Hard work will lead to success 
155. What are the two aspects of Merton’s strain theory? – Goals and means 
156. Define the term anomie. – Norms breakdown in society 
157. What does Merton believe is the cause of crime? – Strain theory  
158. What are the 5 responses to the goals of success in society? – Conformity, innovation, ritualism, retreatism, rebellion 
159. What is a criticism of Merton’s strain theory? – Only explains money crime 
160. What is a strength of Merton’s strain theory? – Explains why crime is higher in disadvantaged groups 
161. What is materialism? – Material wealth = success 
162. What is consumerism? – Individuals wanting the latest goods e.g., designer cloths 
163. What is competition? – People compete to obtain material goods to gain material wealth 
164. What do Marxists believe about crime? – The unequal nature of capitalist society 
165. What is a white-collar crime? – Crime committed by the middle class 
166. Give an example of white-collar crime? – Fraud 
167. What types of crime are more likely to be targeted? – Violent crimes 
168. What groups are more likely to be targeted? – Working class, young people, ethnic minorities 
169. What is a criticism of Marxism and crime? – Not all criminal law supports the interests of the dominant class 
170. What is strength of Marxism and crime? – Focuses on corporate crime 
171. What do feminists focus on in terms of crime? – Focuses on how female offenders are treated by the criminal justice system 
172. What is the chivalry thesis? – Female offenders are treated with leniently than male offenders 
173. How does society expect women to behave? – Women are caring and gentle 
174. What is the double deviance thesis? – Justice system treats some women most harshly than others because they are double deviants 
175. What does Heidensohn believe? - Patriarchal society controls women which makes it harder for women to break the law 
176. How are women controlled in the home? – Domestic life and marriage 
177. How are women controlled in the society? – Fear of street violence by males 
178. How are women controlled in the workplace? – Men hold positions of power in the workplace 
179. What is a criticism of feminism and crime? – Ignores ethnicity 
180. What is strength of feminism and crime? – How gender inequality influence both victimisation and offending for women 
181. What is the criminal stereotype? – Lower social class, lower level of education, male 
182. What did Becker focus on when it came to understanding crime? - The interaction between the person committing the crime and those who react to it 
183. What does Becker believe causes crime? – Labelling 
184. What does Becker believe about deviant behaviour? – That deviant behaviour doesn’t exist until it is labelled as deviant 
185. What factors does Becker believe links to labelling? – Time, place, who commits the act, who feels harmed by the act 
186. What is deviant career? – Someone adopts a deviant identity and lifestyle over time 
187. What is a master status? – Someone who is identified by their deviance 
188. What are the 6 stages of a deviant career? - Small deviant act -> caught & labelled -> label becomes master status -> master status impacts life -> behaviour change -> become more deviant 
189. What is a criticism of Becker’s theory? – Doesn’t explain why people commit deviant acts in the first place 
190. What is a strength of Becker’s theory? – Highlights how crime is a social construct 
191. What is a strength of victim surveys? – Includes unreported crime 
192. What is a weakness of victim surveys? – Does not cover a full range of crime 
193. What is a strength of self-report studies? – Uncover crimes that were not caught by police 
194. What is weakness of self-report studies? – People may not admit the crimes they commit 
195. What is a strength of official statistics? – Representative 
196. What is weakness of official statistics? – Victims may not report a crime to the police 
197. What is the dark figure of crime? – Hidden crims that are not included in official statistics because they are not reported or recorded 
198. What types of crime might people not report? – Vandalism, sexual assaults, 
199. Why would people not report a crime? – Fear, mistrust, embarrassment 
200. How does the dark figure of crime impact crime statistics? – The statistics may not be accurate 
201. Why do working class people commit crimes? – Unequal opportunities in society 
202. What three factors lead black, Asian and mixed ethnicities being overrepresented in prisons? – Biological (which is incorrect), lower income, more reported to the police 
203. What two reason cause women to turn to crime? – Changing positions of women, poverty, changing attitudes towards gender and crime 
204. How does “poor parenting” lead to crime? – Lack of supervision, inconsistent discipline and exposure to conflict 
205. How does peer pressure lead to crime? – Status from committing crime, validation 
206. How does biology lead to crime? – Genetic predispositions, hormones 
207. Why might “poor parenting” be a bad explanation of crime? – Fails to explain why people stop being criminals 
208. Why might peer pressure be a bad explanation of crime? – Adults still have peer groups 
209. Why might biology be a bad explanation of crime? – Not all teenagers are criminals 
210. At what age are children criminally responsible? – 10 years 
211. What is deviancy amplification? – The mass media exaggerates the significance of a particular social issue 
212. What is moral panic? – When media coverage of an issue leads to exaggerated public concern 
213. Give an example of deviancy amplification? – Minor incidents are sensationalised 
214. Give an example of moral panic? – The mods and the rockers 
215. What is a folk devil? – A group that is defined as a threat to society’s values 
216. Give an example of a folk devil. – Youth subcultures 
217. How might moral panic impact individuals in society? – Older people may experience fear and isolation 
218. What is a weakness of moral panic? - Difficult to objectify 
219. What is a strength of moral panic? – Highlights the power of the media 
220. What is a weakness of folk devils? – Targets groups of people 
221. What is a one tailed hypothesis? – A hypothesis states which direction the effect will appear 
222. What is a two tailed hypothesis? – A hypothesis which states there will a relationship but not the direction 
223. What is a null hypothesis? – A hypothesis that there will be no pattern or trend between the two variables 
224. What are the ethical issues in sociological research? – Protection from harm, right to withdraw, confidentiality, debrief  
225. What are the practical issues in sociological research? – Time, cost, accessibility 
226. What is qualitative data? – Information presented in a variety of forms that is rich in data 
227. What is quantitative data? – Data that is presented in numerical form 
228. What are the different types of data? – Qualitative, quantitative, secondary data, primary data 
229. What is primary data? – Data collected by the researcher themselves 
230. What is secondary data? – Data collected from other sources, e.g., police records 
231. What is random sampling? – Participants are selected at random; everyone has an equal chance of being selected 
232. What is systematic sampling? – Every nth person is selected 
233. What is stratified sampling? – Making a selection in proportion to the total population
234. What is multi-stage sampling? – Various stages of selection 
235. What is snowball sampling? – A small group of people are selected then they ask others to take part 
236. What is quota sampling? -  Based on target characteristics and those who appear friendly 
237. What is volunteer sampling? – People volunteer to take part 
238. What is a strength of primary data? – Reliable, valid, 
239. What is a strength of secondary data? Cost effective, cross reference, easy to access 
240. What is a strength of qualitative and quantitative data? – Quantitative = can see patterns and trends. Qualitative = in depth knowledge 
	
	
	



