Explaining the UCAS Process

Information for parents and carers

Did you know?

Approximately 700,000 people apply for
full-time undergraduate courses at over 380
universities and colleges across the UK each
year.
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What is the UCAS Process?

UCAS stands for the University and Colleges
Admissions Service and is the organisation that
administers and processes applications to universities.

The process for sixth forms starts in the summer term
when students register on the UCAS website and begin
the completion of their application form.

The application form is divided into straightforward
sections: personal details, course choices, education
history, employment history and a personal statement.
A member of staff, often the tutor, will provide a
reference.

By the end of the summer term, most students have
completed much of the application form and have
made a start with the personal statement.

There are key application dates of which you need to
be aware (these are for 2019 entry; they are normally
the same every year):

October 1st Deadline for music courses via UCAS
Conservatoires.

October 15th Deadline for Oxford, Cambridge and
most courses in Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary
Medicine. (There are also extra admissions tests with
many of these applications.)

January 15th Application deadline for the majority
of undergraduate courses.

Once an application has been sent to UCAS, it can be
tracked. A university may offer a student a conditional
place for the course that has been applied for — so
the student will have to achieve the grades or points
asked for by the university to secure their place.
Alternatively, they may be offered an unconditional
place or be rejected. If a student is rejected from

all of their university choices, they may re-start

the application process in February when UCAS

Extra opens, an opportunity to apply to different
universities, or different courses.

What can you do?

One thing you can do is to take your child to visit
universities, if this is a possible, or look online at each
campus. It’s also helpful to discuss different options
with your child — find out why they want to go to
university. Do they want to or are they ‘following the
crowd’?

If you want to find out more, UCAS has many tools for
parents. These look at the application process in detail,
including accommodation and finance. You can also
sign up for monthly newsletters to keep you in touch
with the whole application process. Just search for
parents at www.ucas.com.
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