
Aspire Achieve contribute



Welcome to 
the DuKeries 
AcADemY
Our aim at The Dukeries is for all young people to leave 
our academy knowing that they have achieved their 
personal best and with qualifications that will ensure 
they progress confidently to college, university and 
employment. We believe that The Dukeries Academy 
offers all this, and more.
Academic achievement is at the core of what we do.  We want your child to 
leave school with good qualifications which will provide a solid grounding for 
their future work.   But this is not all we do.  We want to give your child the 
skills for a happy and successful life.

We know that choosing your child’s secondary school can be a difficult 
decision.  You want to find a school where your child will be happy and where 
they will receive support and encouragement to achieve their potential. 

Our teaching methods will provide a firm foundation for your child’s 
learning, while giving them the opportunity to explore and to find out who 
they are and what they want to do.  We are passionate about innovative 
teaching, whether through IT, varied teaching methods or community 
involvement.  This is a world-class education.

Don’t just take our word for it, come and see for yourself at our next open 
day, or book a tour to suit you by contacting the academy or using the ‘Book 
a tour’ link on our website.  We’d love to meet you and your child.

Welcome from  
Academy Transformation Trust
Dear prospective pupils, parents and carers

We are delighted that you are interested in 
joining The Dukeries Academy. 

Our mission is to transform learning, 
aspirations and opportunities for all our 
pupils, and the communities in which they 
live. We believe that every child matters 
and deserves a first class education and 
that everyone has hidden potential to be 
uncovered and nurtured.

Working with Claire and her team, we will 
play our part in giving your children the 
education and opportunities they need to 
succeed in a changing world.

Choosing a school for your child is a very 
important decision and we hope that this 
prospectus gives you all you need to make an 
informed choice about us.

clAire leitheiser
principAl
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‘the eXcellent leADership hAs leD to 
rApiD AnD siGniFicAnt improvement 
since the previous inspection’
oFsteD

‘Aspire Achieve contribute’
An AcADemY With hiGh 
eXpectAtions AnD the 
DeterminAtion to succeeD

‘Achievement in All 
YeAr Groups hAs 
improveD rApiDlY’

‘the quAlitY oF 
teAchinG hAs 
AccelerAteD the 
rAtes oF pupils’ 
proGress’
oFsteD

the dukeries aCadeMY ProsPeCtus

We welcome all students irrespective of their backgrounds. Teachers will 
get to know your child as an individual and unlock their potential. No 
matter what your child’s ability, our staff will leave no stone unturned 
to meet their needs, nurture their talents and ensure that they ‘Aspire 
Achieve and Contribute’.

our promise to You AnD Your chilD
We promise:

> To provide the best quality teaching with cutting edge techniques, including the latest 
technology so that learning is challenging and engaging.

> To set clear expectations for high standards of work, behaviour and self-discipline,  
providing the support and challenge to enable students to achieve their aspirational 
targets.

> To provide you with regular opportunities to see how your child is progressing, including 
subject reports and consultation evenings.

> To provide as many opportunities as possible to help your child to discover their 
talents and passions, encouraging them to develop skills of leadership, teamwork and 
innovation in order to be successful in a rapidly changing world.

> To provide strong pastoral care and guidance through the tutor and house systems so 
that there is a strong sense of belonging and a happy and harmonious atmosphere. 



JoininG us
A sense oF communitY, 
support AnD AspirAtion 
From DAY one

Students are part of a tutor group based in a dedicated Year 7 area 
where their tutor will get to know each of them on a personal basis. 
They can expect a culture of high expectations, praise and reward 
and being stretched and challenged in their learning from day 
one. There are many opportunities for students to develop their 
independence as well as for group learning and personal development 
starting with a comprehensive week-long transition programme 
in the summer term before they arrive. This is very popular with 
students and parents alike, giving a fantastic springboard into 
secondary education. In year 7, students feel confident and valued 
and are rewarded for their hard work.

Welcome to YeAr 7

If your child joins us part way through the year they will receive the 
same warm welcome as our new year 7s. They will be placed in a 
tutor group with other students in the same year and their tutor will 
arrange a ‘buddy’ to help them settle in.

stArtinG in other YeAr Groups

“teAchers At the 
DuKeries AcADemY 
believeD in me 
AnD pusheD me  
to Aim hiGh.” 

eX-stuDent

GettinG to school

School buses run from Kneesall, Old Clipstone, Kirton, Edwinstowe, 
Newark, Mansfield, Eakring, Walesby and Bilsthorpe.  To find out 
whether your child is entitled to free transport, please contact 
Nottinghamshire County Council.  The school also provides drop-off 
points and bicycle parking.

AFter school Activities

The Dukeries Academy provides a range of after school activities.  
A free minibus runs after school at 4.30 from Monday to Thursday 
to enable your child to take part. 

uniForm

Our students are expected to dress smartly and take pride in their 
appearance. All students in years 7 to 11 are required to wear the 
academy uniform, which includes our new house ties.  Shoes, 
hairstyle, plus any makeup and jewellery must also comply with 
expectations, which can be found on our website. In the sixth form 
there is a dress code of smart business wear.

prActicAl consiDerAtions
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When your child joins The Dukeries Academy in year 7, they will 
study a broad range of subjects, including: English, mathematics, 
science, ICT, physical education, personal social & health education 
and citizenship, geography, history, religious education, technology, 
drama, art, music and French.

our 
curriculum
From YeAr 7

As our students progress towards options in year 9 and for sixth form 
our aim is to give our students the qualifications and skills necessary to 
follow the career pathway of their choice. 

Options subjects are organised into a number of learning routes to 
ensure our students follow courses that best meet their needs and 
they go on to achieve the highest standards.  There are three learning 
routes and within them there are a wide range of subject choices. 
These routes will enable students to tailor their studies based on 
their abilities and aspirations, whether they wish to study the English 
Baccalaureate or follow a more vocational route. 

onWArDs AnD upWArDs

Our post 16 centre offers a personalised experience for all of our 
students whilst maintaining a broad and balanced curriculum offer. We 
are able to provide a comprehensive number of Level 3 qualifications 
for students on both academic and vocational pathways. If a subject 
is offered at GCSE/Vocational level then we will aim to provide that 
subject in our post 16 centre. 

Although academic achievement is at the core of what we do, we 
believe that school should be about more than just passing exams.

The Dukeries Academy provides a broad range of extra-curricular 
and community activities, to help your child to become a confident, 
capable adult, prepared for the wider world and with an appetite for 
lifelong learning.

post 16

more thAn school

opportunities incluDe:

> Extensive leisure facilities, 
including floodlit all-weather 
pitch and swimming pool

> On-site farm stables and riding 
facilities

> Community theatre facilities
> Combined Cadet Force
> Community band
> Drama and dance performances
> University visits
> Mock interviews and business 

involvement
> Work experience
> Wide range of after school clubs

“the curriculum 
oFFers A broAD 
rAnGe oF 
AcADemic AnD 
vocAtionAl 
quAliFicAtions. 
stuDents beneFit 
GreAtlY From 
the WiDe rAnGe 
oF enrichment 
opportunities 
the AcADemY 
proviDes. ” 
oFsteD



beYonD 
school

Their hard work here at The Dukeries Academy prepares 
them for a broad range of careers.
Our strong teaching, guidance and support equips each student 
for their future, ensuring that your child is ready for whatever 
opportunities life sends their way. This includes training in new and 
emerging technologies.

On leaving The Dukeries Academy, some of our students go directly 
into work, while others continue their education at university.

here’s WhAt our pAst stuDents sAY:
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‘An increAseD 
proportion oF 
stuDents Went 
onto universitY 
AnD into 
Apprenticeships 
in 2016 thAn ever 
beFore’ 
oFsteD

oF our stuDents
We’re increDiblY prouD

“Although I didn’t want to attend university at first, if I 
hadn’t taken the plunge I would never have had so many 
amazing experiences, such as travelling, meeting new and 
exciting people, following my dreams and most importantly 
opening doors to different careers. I’m so proud of what I 
achieved through being at university and I wouldn’t have got 
there without the guidance and support of the staff at The 
Dukeries.”

“My time as a student at The Dukeries prepared me so well for 
taking on my degree. When I arrived at university I was able to 
quickly adapt to the level of work expected due to the teaching 
I had experienced in the sixth form which required me to 
be more independent. Not only that but excellent working 
relationships I built up with the other students and teachers at 
school helped me to have the confidence to make new friends 
and fit in quickly.”

in 2017 100% oF 
stuDents ApplYinG 
For universitY Got 
their First choice



ThE DUKErIES ACADEMY
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